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STATE OF BLACK CALIFORNIA LEGISLATIVE REPORT
EMPOWERING AND ENGAGING OUR COMMUNITIES

Sacramento, CA- Members of the Legislative BlackdcTs announced their follow-up to the work on tBeéate of Black
California” with a release of their 2008 Legislative Priogtia a press conference at the State Capitol Mormdaying.

The eight priority bills sponsored by the Caucuseted a wide range of issues including health, ipuhfety and
employment and economic development, under the elfatiheme of “Empowering and Engaging our Comniesit

“It is crucial that we speak out as a unified vdicethose who have no voice,” said Senator Ridlepmas, Chairman of
the Legislative Black Caucus.

“This year, in particular, the state budget is afgmount concern. As members of the LegislativelBlaaucus we find
ourselves having to confront a Governor's budgat geverely cuts education, our healthcare safetyand numerous
other programs and services that assist the mastnable Californians.

“That is why the Legislative Black Caucus standsifé me today to call on our legislative leadersimp the Governor to
resolve and re-prioritize the needs of the statedmking ways t&mpower and Engage Our Communities.”

Speaker-elect Assembly Member Karen Bass, Cauaes®hair and Policy Committee Chair discussed tecGs’ non-
legislative priorities which came out of town hadisd community meetings held throughout the statéie State of Black
California Report.

“Let me begin by stating that the structural déficoblem which remains at the root of our fischhllenges calls for a
comprehensive approach that will seriously reviegrole of state government and its relationshijpd¢al government:
identify and establish priority services for heakducation and transportation infrastructure, cErsall the options
available to achieve fiscal responsibility and addrfundamental budget reform,” said Sen. RidleyrTds.

The Caucus also announced the establishment oB@nTlask Force to work toward the eradication of“8wb prime
mortgage scourge. The LBC Task Force will loolegidlation currently under consideration and offigamendments
that give priority to neighborhood stabilizationdommunities where foreclosures have reached apmint.
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